Networking in Open Education

4.      The Syllabus for the first year foundation course in Science and
Technology consists of Physics, Chemistry, Zoology, and Botany
with respective subject orientation. A counsellor is an expert in
one of the above mentioned areas of the course. Students demanded
that three or four specialised counsellors be appointed to deal
with the four specialised parts of the course. The course is
heterogeneous with a bias towards individual subject orientation.
It should be more general in nature with current trends. The same
is the case with regard to foundation course in Social Sciences.

5.      Lack of coordination between universities and directorates within
the university was yet another problem faced by distance education
in India in general. Dr,B.R.Ambedkar Open University is no
exception.

6.      Most of the counsellors felt that distance educators require a
different set of skills in writing radio, audio and video lessons, etc.
Therefore, there is a need for regular Research and Training
programmes in open education system at the national level in
general and Advanced Foreign Training for central academic staff
appointed in open universities, in particular, for the development
of academic staff in open education.

Despite the problems mentioned above, the open education system
has vast potential for growth in India provided there is a well planned
network and co-ordination among universities and Directorates within
the university of distance/open education.

NETWORKING SYSTEM

Network is a chain of inter connected system showing the sequence of
activities. In a network, though the members of the group are physically
separated they work as a unit.

1. Study Centres Network

The popular forms of student support services are: information,
advice, guidance and counselling. The British Open University developed
a rich structure of student support services which was in many ways
the central innovation of the system. The system, providing links between
materials and learning, included at least nine interlocking components.
These structures came under the control of Regional Centres. The
important interlinking components are:
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